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Bradford and Cookbury Parish Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
                          “You can please some of the people all of the time, 
                              All of the people some of the time,  
   But never all of the people all of the time” 
 
   (Abridged from a quotation by Abraham Lincoln) 
 
 

The Brief 
 
Parish plans arose from the Rural White Paper 2000 and 
provide a framework for communities to set out a vision for their 
own futures.  
The purpose of a Parish Plan is to highlight key facilities and 
services, identify problems that need to be addressed and show 
how the distinctive features of the area might be protected and 
enhanced.  
A Parish Plan may include social, economic and environmental 
issues and must be consistent with local planning policy and 
strategic partnerships. 
 
This Plan seeks to anticipate the next generation and 
incorporates an Action Plan setting targets for the next 10 years 
to 2017, with a proposed annual review by the Parish Council to 
assess progress. 
 
The Parish Plan will be revised and updated as circumstances 
change and opportunities arise, providing support for plans to 
develop which reflect the wishes of the local community. 
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1. Introduction 
As part of the process in producing a Parish Plan, a questionnaire was 
supplied to all households in the parish in the summer of 2007.  
The results from this questionnaire are summarised in this document. 
 

2. Pen picture of the area 
The Parish of Bradford & Cookbury is made up of two separate Civil 
Parishes – Bradford and Cookbury; these were combined as one to enable 
the formation of one Parish Council. Bradford CP covers approximately 16 
sq km (1600 hectares) whilst Cookbury CP covers approximately 11 sq km 
(1100 hectares). The combined parish is located in central Devon almost 
equidistant from the towns of Holsworthy and Hatherleigh. It is entirely 
rural in nature with only the two small hamlets of Bradford (Holemoor) 
and Cookbury by name and several smaller settlements including Brandis 
Corner, Cookbury Wick, Middlecott, Priestacott and Upcott. 
 

Much of the remainder is farmland and forestry plantation with no 
substantial industry. 
 
Only one main road crosses the area, the A3072 (Holsworthy to 
Hatherleigh) though the unclassified road from Brandis Corner to Stibb 
Cross, which bisects the parish passing through Bradford (Holemoor), is 
arguably just as busy. 
 
This is an ancient area with mentions in the Domesday Book the parish of 
Bradford being known as Bradefort probably referring to a broad ford 
across the Torridge at what is now known as Bradford Mill and its 
connections with the Cadho, Arscott and Bickford families who owned the 
Dunsland Estate, now part of the National Trust holdings. 
 
There are two fine old churches; Bradford, the site of which dates from the 
5th Century, and Cookbury from the 12th Century with its dedication to the 
martyred Seven Maccabees which is unique to this country; a recently 
extended primary school (between the two hamlets); a splendid new village 
hall (next to the school) and a pub (the Bickford Arms) at Brandis Corner. 
 
The parish now suffers from the lack of a shop or post office within its 
boundaries; no access to daily public transport (except for the X9 Bude to 
Exeter route which uses the A3072 to Dunsland Cross where it turns south 
to Halwill).  
A mobile library calls twice a month. 
Access to regular services is limited to those in neighbouring towns and 
villages. 
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Survey of the Parish 
 
 

3.  Survey of the parish 
 
As a first and important step in formulating this plan, a survey of the parish 
was initiated. All 205 households were given a questionnaire which 
collected details of the population and asked for the opinions on several 
important topics. 
Of the 205 questionnaires distributed to local households, 145 were 
returned completed, an impressive 71%, much higher than many other 
village plan surveys. 
This enables us to view the results as robust and comprehensive. 
 

Current information is available from Devon County Council to say that the 
2007 population of the parish is:- 
 401 for Bradford  
186 for Cookbury 
Total 587 
                                                                     
 
Headlines 
 
In answering the question; “How satisfied are you with the parish as a place 
to live?” 56% replied “very happy” and a further 41% replied “happy” 
- A very positive response of 97%. 
 
Nonetheless in answering the question “On the whole, do you think the 
parish is changing for the better or worse?”  52% replied “better” but 48% 
replied “worse”. This perhaps reflects the changes in population throughout 
the parish rather than the comparatively minor physical changes to the 
landscape. 
 
319 people were covered by the returned questionnaires, about 61% of the 
estimated overall population of 587 
75% of the households contained 1or 2 people – most households in the 
parish are comprised of couples, single parents or people living on their 
own. 
The parish has an ageing population (64% aged over 56) with only some 
15% under 25 years of age and 42% who say they are retired. 
50% of the population have lived in the parish for less than 10 years and 
only 6% have lived here for more than 50 years.  
This indicates a high turnover of population evidenced by the volume of 
regular house sales. 
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Survey of the Parish 
 

Household & Housing 
 
There were a number of predictable issues confirmed by the survey: 
 
      -    The threat of uncontrolled house building in an essentially green belt 
 area 

-    The scope for improving local homes with energy saving features 
-    The difficulty of local young people being able to afford a house in the 
 area 

      -    The threat of local homes being sold to people outside the parish as 
 second/ holiday homes 
 
Employment and Training 
 
Opinions to the questions were conservative but strong. 
 
73% were not in favour of small business development and 93% were not in 
favour of tourism development. 
 
On the other hand 58% were in favour of agriculturally related small 
industry and 56% were in favour of working from home. 
 
40% of respondents said they worked, trained or studied in the parish, the 
majority elsewhere. 
 
42% said they were in employment and only 2% were unemployed. The 
remainder were retired (42%), in education (10%) or were caring for 
someone (4%). 
 
Approximately half of respondents identified one or more barriers to 
employment, the largest being transport. Yet with an actual low level of 
unemployment this appears to be a limited problem in general (not for the 
individual, of course). 
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Survey of the Parish 
Transport 
 
Some 60% said they used private transport to get to work, training or 
study; only 3% used public transport. 
 
40% work, train or study at home or within the parish, 43% travel between 
10 and 20 miles, the remainder even more. 
 
Respondents wanting a bus service identified Holsworthy as the most 
needed destination for such a service. 
 
However some 40% said they would use a bus service only occasionally or 
not at all. Only 12% wanted a daily bus service. 
 
Unsurprisingly Holsworthy is the most used destination for shopping, 
services and leisure pursuits (except cinema/theatre). 

 
 
Highways 
 
The general condition of the parish’s roads gives rise to concern. 57% of 
those surveyed felt they were in poor condition or worse. Some 63% did not 
believe the roads were being maintained properly. 
 
Road traffic in the parish is seen as perhaps one of its largest problems with 
36% regarding it as severe. 
 
Speed was seen as the most common cause, identified by 53% with other 
causes including non – local traffic (20%), road layout (14%) and volume of 
traffic (13%). 
 
Large vehicles were identified as causing particular problems by 36% as 
were motorcycles by the same number. 
 
The narrow minor roads were seen as an increasing problem in 
combination with speed but the most dangerous aspect of local roads was 
road junctions. Holemoor Cross, Middlecott Cross, Anvil Corner and 
Dipper Mill were all mentioned specifically but Brandis Corner is regarded 
as overwhelmingly the worst. It is seen as an urgent problem needing 
prompt action. 
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Survey of the Parish 
 

Service delivery 
 
Of  the eight services listed in the questionnaire five were identified by the 
majority as providing good service, the highest being vets (by 87% of 
respondents) and doctors (by 71%). Only dentists were seen by the majority 
as providing poor service. There was no clear picture for either opticians or 
alternative medical providers. 
 
With an older population, easy access to health care providers, local 
amenities and services can become more of an issue.  Without access to 
regular public transport within the Parish, what happens if a resident 
becomes too elderly or infirm to drive – will they have to rely on expensive 
taxis?     
 
Nevertheless the supporting comments of many identified the threat of 
future problems particularly for the old, young and vulnerable who rely on 
others for transport and therefore access to essential services. 

 
Local facilities 
In answer to the question” is the village hall adequate for the needs of the 
parish?” 95% of respondents gave it a resounding “yes”. However 26% also 
said they never used it and 49% said they only used it occasionally. 
 
Suggestions for improving the use of the hall included: 

- the appointment of an events organiser 
- more effective publicity 
- a play area for children 

 
Other suggestions included: 

- better signage 
- resurfacing the car park               
- better external lighting 
- landscaping 
- reducing costs with a wind turbine and solar panels 

 
Others suggested that it needed no improvements. 
 
The two local churches still evoke considerable support but mostly as 
historic buildings (by 25% of respondents), for major family events (by 
21%) or as a focal point (by 18%), rather than for worship (only 12%) or 
Sunday school (4%). 
On a more positive note only 10% said they felt the churches were not 
important. 
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Survey of the Parish 
 

Recreation and leisure 
 
Respondents were asked to identify potential courses and activities that 
might be organised in the parish. The list was lengthy but only the following 
were mentioned by numbers beyond single figures: 

- IT courses 
- language courses 
- local history society 
- youth club 
- theatre/ dramatic society 
- business forum 

Given that a local history society already exists as does a theatre group (in 
Holsworthy) and given the previously mentioned disapproval of business 
development the list raises questions. 
Nevertheless other items merit further exploration. 
 

Environment 
 
This section produced some of the highest rates of response in the 
questionnaire, indicating just how strongly local people feel about the 
environment in which they live. 
Respondents were asked how important” various aspects of the 
countryside” were. All nine were seen as important, with most seen as very 
important by more than 80%. 
These included not just natural aspects such as woodlands, streams, rivers 
and wildlife but also man-made influences such as Devon banks, fields, 
footpaths and sustainable farming. 
Bearing in mind this very strong opinion the response to the next question 
“how could the visual character of the parish be improved?” produced 
another lengthy list which should prove useful in compiling the plan. 
 
Local government 
 
Respondents were asked if they knew who their local councillors were and 
if they felt those councillors were aware of local concerns. 
 
Whilst a roughly equal number knew or did not know who their parish 
councillors were, it was evident that only a small minority were aware who 
their district and county councillors (22% and 23% respectively). 
 
The same was true about the second question relating to local concerns.  
81% of respondents either felt those same councillors were not aware or 
they did not know if they were aware. 
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At the very least this indicates very poor communication between 
councillors at the higher levels of local government and the people they 
represent. It perhaps suggests local people should be more proactive in 
voicing their concerns. 
 
Crime 
 
A quarter of all respondents are concerned about burglary, and coupled 
with the evident lack of police presence in the Parish, one respondent 
comments that they have “never seen a Police Office in Bradford”, this is a 
worry that will increase over time.  It might be possible to speak to the local 
Police to ask them about information which households can be given on 
improving the safety of their properties against burglars.  Perhaps the local 
Police might be able to hold a question and answer session in the Village 
Hall, or perhaps they would be prepared to do house inspections to give 
individual advice.  Perhaps there would be the opportunity to create some 
volunteer “Community Police Officers”.   

This indicates that the response is more about the fear of crime rather than 
crime itself. It suggests that local people should remain vigilant to prevent 
crime rather than rely on police who are occupied elsewhere. 
 
Following questions confirmed the willingness of local people to be part of a 
neighbourhood watch scheme. 59% said they were willing but most (80%) 
were not in one.  
This suggests a more proactive stance is needed in this sector of activity. 
 
General 
 
In addition to the question asking how happy people were about living in 
the parish, they were also asked “did they feel the parish was changing for 
the better or for the worse?” Although this evoked a roughly equal response, 
the reasons given were more numerous for the parish being worse than 
better. Ironically a number of the same reasons were quoted by both camps 
e.g. the incomers to the area and the quiet rural isolation. 
 
The following question asked what issues the collective community should 
be addressing. The list was again lengthy with many of the issues already 
mentioned in previous sections. One issue that has not been mentioned but 
which was identified in this list was the level of Council Tax, regarded as too 
high compared to the return in amenities and services. 
Finally respondents were asked how important it was to draw together the 
scattered nature of the parish with events, etc. Nearly all respondents 
replied to this question with an overwhelming majority in favour of such 
activities. 
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Survey of the Parish 

 
However quite a lot of the suggested activities are already held. This calls 
into question the effectiveness of current publicity methods. Nevertheless 
this list too might provide some useful items for the plan. 
                                                                        
Conclusion 
 
With such a mix of locals and incomers, no single focus or identity and a 
wide age range, it was no great surprise to see a widespread set of opinions 
expressed in the survey. 
 
Nevertheless there is identifiable common ground such as the strong 
support for the countryside in all its aspects and the need for urgent action 
to be taken about the traffic problem of Brandis Corner. 
 
There is scope therefore for the development of community initiatives, 
given the right direction and appropriate resources. 
 
4.  Aims of the plan 
 
Overall aim 
That this plan should express the wishes of as many as possible of the 
people of Bradford and Cookbury parish, as those wishes relate to the 
environment of the parish, its settlements and the lives of the people within 
those settlements. 
 
Specific aims 

• By the most effective, efficient and economic means provide the 
people of Bradford and Cookbury parish with relevant information so 
that they can make informed and considered decisions. 

• Seek to gather on a regular basis the opinions of parishioners about 
issues that affect them, their families and the places where they live. 

• Use that feedback to influence decision makers, take action where 
appropriate and if necessary seek to gain resources to support that 
action. 

• Encourage the development of events, services and social 
mechanisms that build a sense of community and that protect and 
make best use of local assets. 

• Encourage everyone to be vigilant in caring for the local environment 
especially those parts of the countryside that are regarded as being so 
very important by the vast majority of the population. 

 
                                                                      



Bradford & Cookbury Parish Plan 

© Bradford & Cookbury Parish Council 2008 11 

 
Survey of the Parish 

 
Subjects for action 
 
It is fairly evident from the survey analysis that there are a number of issues 
which warrant some sort of action but which also contain inherent conflicts 
and contradictions, e.g. the reliance on private transport yet problems seen 
with vehicle using local roads. 
 
However these conflicts often display energy, drive and passion which, 
given the appropriate direction, can be harnessed to achieve compromises 
that benefit the community in general. 
 
The following five such subjects suggest action but the list is not exclusive:- 
 
 
Housing 
 

Although many parishioners wish to see the area remain rural and in 
many ways isolated, they also want to see a limited amount of 
housing built, especially for young people. 
 This suggests one or more small compact developments hopefully on 
brown field sites rather than scattered development infilling open 
spaces or even larger developments 
- An issue to be taken to planning mechanisms of local authorities. 

 
     
 
 
  Transport and Highways 
 
 Given the pressures mentioned above it seems obvious to seek some 
 sort of limit to traffic whilst campaigning for better road maintenance 
 or even taking direct action. 

 
The strong feeling expressed about the Brandis Corner junction 
suggest that that issue should be pursued as a matter of urgency. 
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Survey of the Parish 

 
More widely the feasibility of traffic calming measures begs attention 
as does the exclusion of larger vehicles from non- A roads (except for 
access). This may only be achievable with the cooperation of other 
parishes. 
 
Maintenance is more problematic, but whilst the best option for metal 
surface repair is clearly a local authority responsibility that they 
should be reminded of, the trimming of verges, etc could be an item 
for direct action with the local authority being sent the bill! 
 

       

 Social networks 
 
            With a sizeable portion of the population in the category of young, 
 old and   vulnerable the issue of access to services, etc. becomes a 
 problem where there is little or no public transport. As that part of 
 the population grows, so does the problem. It seems only  sensible to 
 seek solutions before the problem  becomes intractable. 
 
             We all know of people we are prepared to help – neighbours, 
 friends, and relatives often with everyday tasks that are not seen 
 as onerous but that are a real help.  
 
 Given appropriate funding it ought to be quite possible to develop 
 such “Good neighbour” schemes to cover the whole parish for those 
 that want help. 
                                                                   
             Equally it ought to be possible to seek the delivery of some services 
 locally on a mobile or out stationed basis; cooperation with other 
 parishes seems desirable here also. 
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    Communications 
 
           Within a rural area communication is always a problem and without 
 a natural Community hub such as a shop/post office it becomes  even 
 more  difficult. 
 
             On the other hand the survey identified quite a number of areas 
 where Communication was poor but could be improved, e.g. local 
 councillors and their lack of profile. 
 
            Given a willingness to develop social networks and with the help of 
 IT, it ought to be possible to find a number of mechanisms which 
 gather and  disseminate information important to local people. 
 
            Conversely those mechanisms could then be used to obtain feedback 
 from local  people about current issues and developments enabling 
 Local Government to consult effectively. 
 
 
      Environment 
 
            This is the one area where there appears to be little conflict but there 
 are many  dangers and threats. Given the strong feeling on the 
 subject there ought to be strong support to set up some sort of 
 countryside neighbourhood watch that could maintain vigilance 
 against fly –tipping and pollution, etc. 
 
 There is also scope for seeking to expand the re-cycling service at the 
 Anvil Corner Centre, which attracted criticism in the survey? 
 
  Finally there might be scope for more ambitious community schemes 
 such  as wind turbines but it is appreciated that such ideas often 
 attract strong opposition. 
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Bradford & Cookbury Parish Plan Action Points 
 

 
Issue 

 
Aim 

 
Action 

 
Partners 

 
Priority 

 
Timescale 

 
 

Communications 

 
To provide the 
community 
with facilities for 2 
way 
communication 

 
1. Develop a website 
2.Review and develop         
newsletter 
3.Consider Broadband 
access 
4. Improve and provide 
more notice   boards 

 
1. PC and 
Village Hall 
2.PC and 
volunteers 
3. BT 
 
4.PC 

 
High 
 

High 
 

High 
 

High 

 
1 year 
 

1 year 
 

1 year 
 

1 year 
 
 

Highways 

 
To increase safety 
on parish roads 

 
1. Speed reduction 
2.Improved road 
maintenance 
3.Influence the 
development of road layout 
 

 
1. DCC 
2. DCC 
 
3. DCC 

 
High 
High 
 

High 

 

 
1-2 years 
1-10 years 

 
1-10 years 

 

 
 

Environment 

 
1.Preserve the 
Rural Nature of 
the Parish 
2.Improve 
recycling 
3.Encourage use 
of alternative 
energy 

 

 
1.Monitor 
 
2.Consult with TDC and 
DCC 
3.Investigate financial 
assistance for renewable 
energy 

 
1.Individual 
 
2. Individual 
and PC 
3.Individual, 
PC and TDC 

 
High 
 

High 
 
 

High 
 

 
1-10 years 

 
1 year 
 
 

1 year 



Bradford & Cookbury Parish Plan 

© Bradford & Cookbury Parish Council 2008 15 

 
Issue 

 
Aim 

 
Action 

 
Partners 

 
Priority 

 
Timescale 

 
 
 
 

Social 
Networking 

 
 
 

Identify the need 
for personal and 
public transport 

 
1.Link with Medical centres 
to establish individual 
needs through direct 
contact/newsletter and 
existing voluntary 
networks 
2.Provide information on 
existing transport options 
through parish 
communications 
 

 
1.PC 
 
 
 
 
 
2.PC 

 
High 
 
 
 
 
 

High 
 
 
 
 

 
1 year 
 
 
 
 
 

1 year 

 
 
 
 

Housing 

 
 

Maintain 
Vigilance against 
unwanted 
development 

 
1. Resist development 
except for brown-field and 
infill sites. 
2. Assess environmental 
impact on existing 
infrastructure. 
3. Affordable housing for 
existing parishioners 
only where needed 

 
Individual 
 
 
PC 
 
 
TDC 

 
Medium 
 
 

Medium 
 
 

Medium 

 
1 -10 years 

 
 

1-10 years 
 
 

1-10 years 
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Appendix A: Parish Map 
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Appendix B – Analysis of the Questionnaire 
 
 

BRADFORD AND COOKBURY  

PARISH SURVEY ANALYSIS  

2007 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Of the 205 surveys distributed to households in the Bradford& Cookbury 
Parish, 145 completed surveys were returned.  This is an impressive 
response rate of 71%.   

It is good to have such a high response rate to the survey, as the results can 
fairly be said to represent the majority views of the Parish.  Although it 
mustn’t be assumed that the households who didn’t respond to the survey 
didn’t do so because they were either so happy or so unhappy with the way 
things were that they saw no need or no point in answering the survey.   
 
The most important question that the survey asked was about how satisfied 
and happy people feel living in the Parish (question 45) and the response to 
this was resoundingly positive – 96.6% of responses were “very happy” and 
“happy”.  Although this is an excellent basis on which to take things 
forward for the future in the Parish it needs to be considered alongside the 
answer to the following question (question 45) to which half and half of the 
respondents feel that their lives and things in the Parish have improved / 
got worse.   
A few points to note 

Not all respondents answered all questions and some questions were 
answered only in part, however all responses were recorded.   

The percentages are based on the number of responses to each question, 
not to the total number of respondents over all.  Percentages are rounded 
up to the nearest whole number if they are 0.5 or more.   
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SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES AND SUGGESTED POINTS 
FOR ACTION 

 
Below is a summary of the Key Issues that have been brought to light from 
the survey.   

Against some of the Key Issues some suggested Points for Action have been 
listed (these are of course not exhaustive). Many of the Key Issues will 
require further thought and discussion and perhaps some will not have any 
actions that can be taken.   

 

KEY ISSUE ACTION POINT 
75% of households 
consist of only 1 or 
2 persons 

 

The Parish has an 
ageing population 
and 42% of the 
population are 
retired 

 

“Newcomers” - 30% 
of the population 
have been living in 
the Parish for less 
than 5 years 

*  Improve information methods and distribution 
of information  
*  Organise community events 
*  Organise societies, clubs  

Household energy 
saving features 

*  Ensure Parishioners have information about 
where and how they can apply for grants on energy 
saving features 

Housing - young 
people have 
difficulty buying a 
home in the Parish  

*  Build starter homes 
*  Covenants on starter homes 

House building *  Parishioners to be vigilant re planning 
applications 
*  Build restricted to in-fill and brown field sites 
only 

Employment 
opportunities 

*  Organise car sharing scheme 
*  Organise child care facilities 
*  Set up Business Forum 

Travel – 57% use 
car/van as main 
form of transport 
and people travel 
long distances to 
work/education 

*  Organise car sharing scheme 
*  Improve information about existing public 
transport services 
*  Consider whether further public transport 
services are viable 

Travel - 
unwillingness to use 
public transport 

*  Improve information about existing public 
transport services 
 

Traffic (problems of *  Launch a “Safe Driving” campaign at the Parish 
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volume, speed, size) school 
*  Brandis Corner – action must be taken to make 
less dangerous 
*  Holemoor Junction – action must be taken to 
make less dangerous 
*  Consult the Highways Agency  
* Speak to the local Police 

Roads – 63% 
believe roads are 
not properly 
maintained 

*  Contact to the Highways Agency 
*  Discuss with the Local Council 

Hospital provision 
– major hospital 
long distance away 

*  Lobby local and central Government 

Dental services – no 
local NHS facility 

*  Investigate mobile NHS dentistry 

Optician services  ? 
Closure of village 
Post Office and 
Shop and other 
amenities 

*  Investigate mobile banking, mobile post office, 
mobile post office/shop combo 
*  Investigate delivery services from local 
supermarket, butcher, baker, newsagent 

Village Hall 
events/activities 

*  Ensure all Parishioners are kept informed 
*  Offer transport assistance to Parish events when 
requested 

Usage of 
Chapel/Church 

*  Speak to local vicar/chaplain 
*  Improve information about services and events 
*  Organise a Sunday School 
* Hold regular services eg. monthly family service 
*  Hold non-secular events and activities within the 
Chapel/Church 
*  Hold school historical/environmental visits 
*  Organise a Church/Chapel choir 

Adult education * Organise classes/courses/activities – see list of 
suggestions in Question 31.   

Child/youth 
education/care 

* Bradford school is looking at breakfast club, after 
school care.  Speak to management about Holiday 
scheme too.   
*  Improve advertising/information about the 
existing Friday mites and Friday mates clubs 
*  Expand the Friday mites and Friday mates clubs 
if necessary 

Activities and 
events 

*  Set up Local History Group 
*  Set up theatre/dramatic Society 
*  Set up Business Forum  
*  Ensure Parishioners are kept informed of events 
and activities 
*  Organise transport assistance to events when 
requested 
* Organise events/activities/societies/groups – 
from the suggestions in Questions 49 and 33.   
*  Consider appointing a Parish “Events” organiser 

Recycling – 60% *  Improve information on what can already be 
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use recycling 
facilities outside the 
Parish 

taken away for recycling in Green Box and Bag 
*  Set up a Parish facility for cardboard recycling  
*  Set up a Parish facility for all plastics recycling 

Environment – 
Parishioners are 
passionate about 
protecting and 
improving their 
natural 
environment 

*  Keep using footpaths, bridleways and green lanes 
and keep them accessible – contact local 
Ramblers/Walking/Riding association 
*  Organise local volunteer group to tackle projects, 
litter etc 
*  Enter a “Best Village”, “Britain in Bloom” 
competition 

Fly-tipping *  Speak to the local Council for advice 
*  Speak to the local Police for advice 
*  Make this difficult  - ensure fencing, hedging is in 
good repair 

Dog fouling *  Install dog bins where needed 
Village signs *  Resurrect/repair/make new village signs where 

needed 
*  Plant flowers at village signs/village entrances 

Local Government 
– lack of awareness 
of councillors 

*  Invite Parish, local and county councillors to 
information/question-and-answer meetings in the 
Parish 
*  Ask Parish, local and country councillors to 
contribute articles on local issues to 
newsletter/local newspaper 
*  Put information on Parish notice boards 

  
Communication  *  Produce a Parish newsletter 

*  Produce a Parish Council newsletter (or combine 
it with above) 
*  Parish notice boards – more required, some need 
updating, more frequent usage – consider 
appointing people to be in charge of the notice 
boards 
*  Set up a Suggestion Box in the Village Hall – for 
comments/suggestions 

Burglary, Anti-
social behaviour 
and vandalism 

*  Ask local Police to hold a meeting on making 
homes more secure 
*  Ask local Police if they do individual house 
security inspection 
*  Appoint some volunteer Community Police 
Officers 
*  Rejuvenate the existing, or set up a new, 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  

Miscellaneous  *  Join the lobby against reduced Council Tax for 
2nd homes 
*  Provide Parishioners with information about 
help if they experience flooding from surface water 
or storm drainage 
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THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE WITHIN THE BRADFORD & COOKBURY 
COMMUNITY 

Household size 

The questionnaires returned account for 319 of the 587 people living in the Parish.    

 

1 person in 
household 

2 persons in 
household 

3 persons in 
household 

4 persons in 
household 

5 persons in 
household 

6 persons in 
household 

31 78 16 17 2 1 
21% 54% 11% 12% 1% 1% 

 

75% of households in the Parish are households of 1 or 2 people – most households in 
the Parish consist of couples, single parents, or people living on their own.   

25% of households are families of 3 people or over - there are 35 households with 3 to 5 
people and the largest household consists of 6 people.   

Genders and ages of people within the households 

The question of gender was the least answered question in the survey; over 22% of 
respondents did not answer this question at all.  Please note that on account of this the 
results for gender will not necessarily be truly representative for the Parish.   
 
In these days of gender equality there really should be no distinctions made for gender; 
all should have the same rights and access to services and opportunities regardless of 
gender.  Happily the gender profile of the respondent’s shows that overall there is 
almost an equal split between the sexes (41% males, 37% females).   
 
Genders and ages 

 Age  
0-5 

6-11 12-16 17-25 26-40 41-55 56-65 66-80 80+ 

Male 6 3 11 9 15 22 31 28 7 
Femal
e 

3 1 6 3 12 24 29 31 9 

Total 9 4 17 12 27 46 60 59 16 
 

64% of the respondents have ages of 56 and over and this ties-up with the fact that the 
majority (75%) of households have 1 or 2 persons only.  The Parish has an ageing 
population.  The statistics suggest that the Parish is an attractive place for people in 
their later working life and for retirement.   
 
With an older population, easy access to health care providers, local amenities and 
services can become more of an issue.  Without access to regular public transport within 
the Parish, what happens if a resident becomes too elderly or infirm to drive – will they 
have to rely on expensive taxis?     
 
Although the number of young people (up to 25 years old) in the Parish is small, it is 
interesting to note that there are significantly more males than females (29 males 
compared with 13 females) and issues surrounding this difference should be considered 
e.g. Greater need for more male-orientated child and youth activities, employment and 
training opportunities (young males are more associated with anti-social behaviour and 
driving cars at excessive speeds than young females).   
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Length of time people have lived within the Parish 

There are a high proportion of respondents who are new or relatively new to the Parish, 
having lived there for less than 5 years (29%).  However over a third (34%) of 
respondents are well established within the Parish, having lived there for 5-10 years and 
37% of respondents have lived in the Parish for 11 years and over.  Some elder 
respondents have lived in the community all their lives.  
 
Profile of respondents’ time living within the Parish 
 
0-23 

months 
living 
in 

Parish 

2-4 
years 
living 
in 

Parish 

5-10 
years 

11-20 
years 

21-30 
years 

31-40 
years 

41-50 
years 

51-60 
years 

61-70 
years 

71-80 
years 

45 29 87 33 12 22 13 7 5 3 
18% 11% 34% 13% 4% 9% 5% 3% 2% 1% 
 
To later questions many respondents comment about the large number of “incomers” to 
the Parish and the fears they have with this – they are fearful that the “incomers” 
different ways and ideas will overwhelm the traditional ways of an isolated community 
life.   
 
Point for thought:  Beware Shebbear’s streetlights!  A respondent explained that change 
was allegedly driven through by “incomers”, against the wishes of established 
Parishioners.  How can Bradford & Cookbury ensure that future decisions are a 
balanced reflection of the wishes of all Parishioners and ensure that all feel decisions 
have been made fairly?  The philosopher Rousseau’s view about democracy was that 
everyone should vote on decisions that affect the whole community – this would be an 
effort and take good organisation, but it could be done.     
 
Length of time spent living in the Parish compared with age 
 

 0-1yrs in 
B&C 

2-4yrs in 
B&C 

5-10 yrs in 
B&C 

11-20 yrs 
in B&C 

21+ yrs in 
B&C 

Age 0-5 6 4 2   
Age 6-11 2 4 3 1  
Age 12-16 4 2 9 4  
Age 17-25 1 1 5 3 4 
Age 26-40 7 8 9 3 3 
Age 41-55 10 8 24 5 9 
Age 56-65 16 9 29 6 21 
Age 66-80 8 6 17 12 25 
Age 80+ 1 3 6 3 2 

 

The people that have lived longest in the Parish are from the higher age groups.  
Significant numbers of the newest incomers are from the 41 and over age groups – lots 
coming into the Parish to retire, or for a better pre-retirement lifestyle.   
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HOUSEHOLD & HOUSING 

Question 2: Status of homes in the Parish – main or second homes 

 

Main residence 140 96.6% 
Not main 
residence 

5 3.4% 

 
At present there are 5 2nd-homes in the Parish.  Several respondents have already 
mentioned their worries about the problems that 2nd homes can bring to a community.  
As a positive, it should be noted that all 2nd-home respondents were very concerned to 
preserve the countryside and country ways.  However, having dwellings empty for long 
periods of time and the upward pressure on house prices that 2nd-homes cause must be 
a concern for the Parish.   

Question 3: Ownership of dwellings 

 

Owner 
occupied 

125 86% 

Privately 
rented 

14 10% 

Local 
authority 
rented 

5 3% 

Housing Assoc 
rented 

1 1% 

 

One respondent noted that the appearance of homes had been improved.  However, 
with such high house prices there will be an increasing worry about how young 
parishioners will ever be able to afford to buy their own home, assuming that there are 
any available.  It should be considered whether there are enough homes available 
through private renting, local authority or housing associations.  
 

Question 4: household energy saving features 
 

Loft insulation 125 
Lagged hot 
water tank 

112 

Double 
glazing 

110 

Low energy 
light bulbs 

90 

Cavity wall 
insulation 

51 

Water-saving 
device 

16 

Solar 
power/heating 

2 

Secondary 
glazing 

1 

None 4 
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Only 4 homes are without any kind of energy saving devices – most households 
responded that they had several of the energy saving features listed.   
 

Respondents wishing to apply for grants for the fitting of energy saving features 
 

Yes 108 80% 

No 27 20% 

 
Most respondents wish to apply for grants to enable them to fit more energy saving 
devices.  They need to be made aware of where they can get the relevant information 
from – perhaps through a Parish newsletter, on Parish notice boards, at the village hall, 
local newspaper etc.  Some respondents noted that they would be particularly keen to 
have information on green energy saving devices, and grants for the same if they would 
be available.   
 
Question 5: Problems experienced with flooding from surface water or 
storm drainage   
 

No 
problems 

105 74% 

Few 
problems 

32 23% 

Many 
problems 

5 4% 

 

Although this is not a huge problem for most households in the Parish, those that do 
experience many or a few problems need help.  Where can these households report their 
problem and get help?   
 
Specific problem areas were mentioned:  Battle pond, Sixpenny Corner and Valley at 
Chapel.   
 
Question 6: House building requirements for the next 10 years  
 

No  101 28% 

Only for local 
people 

93 28% 

Starter homes 72 22% 

Not until 
amenities 
upgraded 

45 14% 

No restriction 17 5% 
 

Just under a third of respondents felt that there was no need for further house building 
in the Parish.  The same number of respondents felt that there was a need for house 
building, but only for local people.  Many respondents feel that the traditional rural way 
of life and values are under threat – the have experienced an influx of newcomers and 
have also seen house prices rise – do they see houses designated only for local people as 
a way of limiting these changes?   
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22% think that house building should be starter homes.  Since most incomers to the 
Parish are of retirement age and are over the age of 41, this need is not really borne out 
in fact.  However, this does not mean that young people would not have great difficulties 
in purchasing a house within the Parish, due to house prices and low rural wages.   
 
Question 7: Protecting starter homes within the Parish by covenant  

Yes - 
protect 

110 56% 

No 44 23% 
No 
opinion 

41 21% 

 

A few respondents were not sure what protection by covenant meant.     
 
The majority of respondents are keen that starter homes should only be available for 
purchase by local people.   
 

Question 8: Where new homes should be sited 
 

Opportunity 
for self build 

68 27% 

Brown field 
sites 

89 36% 

In fill 80 32% 
On green field 
sites 

11 4% 

 

96% of respondents wished to preserve the size and spread of the villages by only 
allowing house building on in-fill or brown field sites.  However, one savvy respondent 
pointed out that the Parish would lose its charming scattered nature of the rural 
community if too much in-fill were allowed.     
Several respondents were concerned that the peace and rural nature of the Parish would 
be spoiled with more house-building “this is a peaceful area and would be overcrowded 
if they built”.  

Several respondents pointed out that services, such as electricity would need to be 
improved before more houses were built.  Others were concerned that traffic from more 
housing would exacerbate the existing traffic problem: “roads can’t cope with more 
traffic arising from new development and there are no footpaths”.  

A full list of comments is available in APPENDIX 1.  
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EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING 
 
Question 9: Employment status 
 

Employed/self-
employed 

126 42% 

Retired 126 42% 
In education 32 10% 
Caring for 
someone 

12 4% 

Not in 
employment 

6 2% 

 
A low percentage of respondents were not in employment. Given the lack of public 
transport, are these respondents also lacking their own transport and so unable to drive 
distance to seek employment? Perhaps they, understandably, don’t wish to travel long 
distances to a place of work, or have responsibilities at home that would prevent them 
from being away from the home for long periods of time.   
 
42% of respondents are employed or self-employed and equally 42% of respondents are 
retired.   
 
Question 10: Should the following be encouraged in and around the Parish?   

 Strongly in 
favour 

In favour No strong 
opinion 

Not in favour 

Small business 
development 

 
41 / 18% 

 

 
63 / 27% 

 
55 / 24% 

 
73 / 31% 

Tourism 
development 

 
18 / 8% 

 

 
43 / 20% 

 
62 / 29% 

 
93 / 43% 

Agricultural 
related small 
industry 

 
59 / 23% 

 

 
90 / 35% 

 
70 / 28% 

 
35 / 14% 

Working from 
home 

 
57 / 24% 

 

 
75 / 32% 

 
84 / 36% 

 
17 / 7% 

 

There is split opinion about encouraging small businesses within the Parish – could this 
be because it is thought that they will increase traffic (volume and noise), which is 
already seen as a big problem?   
 
There is strong opinion (43%) against encouraging tourism in the Parish, but 20% of 
respondents are in favour.  Although respondents see the need to provide local job 
opportunities, they feel very strongly that tourism would denude the traditional rural 
way of life.   
 
There was a big positive response to encouraging agricultural small industry and this 
appears to be because the respondents see the need to provide local job opportunities 
and feel very strongly that it would preserve and enhance the traditional rural way of life 
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that they value.  However, the downside would be more traffic, which is already seen as 
a problem.   
 
Over half the respondents were in favour or strongly in favour of encouraging working 
from home.  Since transport, availability of jobs and low pay is an issue for the Parish; it 
would neatly fulfill the need for more local employment and have the bonus of, in the 
main, not generating much more traffic in the Parish.  However, as more than one 
respondent pointed out, it was very difficult to start up their own business due to 
government rules and legislation.   
Comments from respondents on this question included  
(For a full list see APPENDIX 2): 
“Agriculture should be the primary industry”.   
“Farming diversification – smallholdings, orchards, forestry, horticulture, local 
vegetable production”   
“The Parish must remain a rural community”  
“Wages need to reflect the cost of living in the area”  
 
Question 11: Barriers to seeking employment 
 

Transport 154 32% 
Low wages 141 29% 
Job 
availability 

134 28% 

Child care 53 11% 
 

Transport, low wages and the availability of jobs were all seen almost equally as the 
greatest barriers to obtaining employment for people in the Parish.  Transport is the 
only barrier that a respondent can readily over come by themselves, given sufficient 
funds; they can buy themselves a car or motorbike etc – as seen in the responses to 
Question 13, many people drive long distances to their employment.  This is of course 
not environmentally friendly, and must impact of an individual’s work/life balance.    

 

There might be some childcare facilities available that some Parishioners are not aware 
of.  One respondent mentions, “Bradford nursery offers day care.  Bradford school is 
looking at the possibility of a breakfast club and also after school care”.   

 
Other comments from respondents on this question were:   
“I became self-employed because of these issues”.   
 
“Wages are lower than elsewhere, but nothing else is cheaper to compensate”.   
 
“Living here without a car would be very difficult for work (and shops etc)”.   
“Parents’ work opportunities are hindered as they have to drive 12-16 year olds to school 
– no public transport”.   
 
One respondent mentioned a “wheels to work motorcycles” scheme and another idea to 
look at would be a Parish car-sharing scheme.   
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Question 12: Starting own business in the next 12 months  
 

No  254 95% 
Yes 12 5% 

 

12 respondents are thinking of starting their own business within the next 12 months.  
This number is greater than the number of individuals who have responded that they 
are currently unemployed, so that is encouraging, if this 12 accounts for all of those 
individuals.   
 
As stated already, respondents have found it difficult to set up their own business (see 
comments below).  It would be great if those who have successfully done so, and found 
their way through the rules, regulations and red tape, could share their experiences with 
others and give them some advice – would a Parish Business Forum help?   
 

It would also help these individuals if they knew were to readily access information for 
help and regarding any grants available etc.   
 
Comments on the factors restricting respondents setting up their own business were: 
“We have had our business for 2 years and provide employment for 4 local people – but 
there was no help”.   
“I would hope to provide some part-time employment to local youngsters, within the 
forestry industry”.   
“Am waiting to get a “change of use” for own home business”  
“Complex application process, business rates” 
“Complex grant application procedures”   
“Government legislation stops me employing local people”   
“District Council in need of urgent and total overhaul”  
“Age 66+ was an issue” 
 
TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS 
Transport 
Question 13: Main locations for study and work 
 

At home 48 28% 
Within the 
Parish 

21 12% 

Within 10 
miles of the 
Parish 

46 26% 

Within 20 
miles of the 
Parish 

30 17% 

Within 30 
miles of the 
Parish 

10 6% 

40+ miles of 
the Parish 

19 11% 
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40% of respondents have their place of work or study located at home or within the 
Parish – this percentage will also include those people who work from home and 
children attending the Parish primary school.   
 
Over 40% of respondents have their place of work or study between 10 and 20 miles of 
the Parish and the final 17% of respondents travel more than 30 miles to work/study.  19 
respondents stated they traveled more than 40 miles, which would amount to 400 miles 
per week, and must be bad for the environment, expensive and also lessen a good 
work/life balance.   
 

Question 14: Main means of transport to work, training and study  
 

Car/Van 114 57% 
Private Bus 11 6% 
Walking 11 6% 
Public Bus 5 3% 
Bicycle 4 2% 
Other 3 1.5% 
Motorbike/scooter/moped 2 1% 
Taxi 1 0.5% 
Not applicable 48 24% 

 

Nearly 60% of respondents drive, or are driven, by car, or van, to their place of work, 
training or study.  Only 3% of respondents use public transport.  With such meager 
provision of public transport, and with many respondents traveling long distances to 
work/study, this result is not unexpected – but it is very poor for the community in 
terms of cost, traffic driving through the Parish and carbon damage to the environment.   
 
Question 15: New regular bus routes suggested by respondents 

The answers to this question suggest that many respondents have no information about 
current bus services with the Parish and this issue should be addressed, perhaps with 
information at bus stops, at the village hall, in local newspapers, or on Parish notice 
boards.   
 
The destinations and number of respondents requesting a bus service to that destination 
are listed below: 
Barnstaple - 25 
Bideford - 10 
Brandis Corner – 6 
Bude - 15 
Exeter - 17 
Hatherleigh - 11 
Holsworthy – 50 
Launceston - 6 
Okehampton - 13 
Shebbear – 5 
Torrington - 2 
Plymouth – 4 
Also mentioned: Bickford – 1, Bradworthy – 1, Tavistock – 1 
 
One respondent requests that bus stops should be “close to homes, so you can remain 
dry and warm before starting work”.   
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Question 16: Usage of a frequent, regular bus service, if it were to be 
provided 

Never 79 37% 
Weekly 66 31% 
Monthly 35 16% 
Daily 26 12% 
Occasionally 8 4% 

 

Although respondents were keen to suggest possible bus service routes, they are in 
reality less keen to made regular use of bus services.  Perhaps people are accustomed to 
using their car as their main form of transport and/or have a lack of faith/experience in 
public transport.   

For viable routes a bus company would need regular daily and weekly users.  The 
responses show that 31% would use a frequent, regular bus service on a weekly basis, 
but daily usage would be 12%.  Perhaps a (the local?) bus company could be approached 
and discussions held - firstly on how to increase awareness of current services already 
available for Parishioners, and secondly about the possibility of further services.   

As transport is a key issue for the community, a car-sharing scheme for the community 
could also be considered.   

Question 17: Where are necessities, services and leisure are most   
 frequently obtained? 

 
 

Holsworthy  Hather- 
leigh  

Bude 
 

Launceston  Okehampton  Bideford  Barn-
staple  

Exeter 
 

Shopping/ 
super-
market 
 

 
189 
60% 

 
5 
 

 
32 
10% 

 
25 
8% 

 
16 
5% 

 
7 
 

 
23 
7% 

 
16 
5% 

 
Markets 
 
 

 
159 
77% 
 

 
35 
17% 

 
5 

 
 

 
1 

 
 

 
5 

 
1 

 
Pub/ 
Restaurant 
 

 
61 
45% 

 
27 
20% 

 
15 
11% 

 
6 
 
 

 
3 
 

 
8 
 

 
11 
8% 
 

 
4 
 

 
Banking/ 
Post office 

 
212 
84% 
 

 
8 

 
9 

 
1 

 
3 

 
2 

 
13 
5% 

 
5 

 
Medical 
 
 

 
169 
84% 
 

 
7 
 

 
4 

 
4 

 
1 

 
4 

 
7 

 
6 

 
Sporting 
facilities 
 

 
61 
53% 
 

 
7 
6% 
 

 
34 
30% 

 
1 
 

 
5 
 

 
3 

 
2 

 
2 
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Leisure 
centre 
 

 
64 
66% 
 

 
 

 
24 
25% 

 
1 

 
4 
 

 
1 

 
3 

 
 

 
Cinema/ 
Theatre 
 

 
20 
13% 
 

 
 

 
55 
36% 

  
16 
11% 

 
 

 
36 
24% 

 
25 
16% 

Note:  percentages are not shown where they calculate to less than 5% - at this level the 
numbers themselves are more meaningful than the percentage.     
 
Other destinations visited by respondents for necessities, services and 
leisure are listed below: 

Shebbear – medical, shops, petrol, pub/restaurant – daily, weekly and monthly – 27 
mentions 
Torrington – Bank/Post Office, shopping, medical centre, arts centre/cinema/theatre – 
weekly, monthly – 17 mentions 
Plymouth – theatre/cinema, hospital – monthly – 6 mentions 
Exeter – hospital, shopping – monthly – 3 mentions 
 
Also mentioned:  Barnstaple – monthly; Bude – beach – weekly; Bideford – monthly; 
Highampton – Post Office – monthly; Thornbury – pub/restaurant - weekly; Garden 
centre – Homeleigh, Brookes: Halwill – Bank/Post Office – weekly; Morwenstow – 
monthly; Tamar Lake – weekly; Roadford Lake; Sheepwash/Iddesleigh – pubs.  

 
Holsworthy is the nearest town offering the whole range of services including some 
leisure facilities. The majority of respondents use Holsworthy most frequently for all 
their needs in this category, excepting cinema/theatre. Pubs/restaurants in Hatherleigh 
are used by 20% of respondents and the market there is used by 17% of respondents.  
Bude is well frequented for its sporting, leisure and cinema/theatre facilities.   
 
From the results is appears that respondents are happy to travel further afield for their 
sporting and leisure activities, with 24% of respondents visiting the cinema/theatre in 
Exeter.   
 
Although most results link with Holsworthy, being the nearest town to offer all facilities, 
it seems likely that respondents will also use the facilities provided by the places in 
which they have found work, even through they are further away.   
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Highways 
Question 18: Road traffic in the Parish 
 

Severe 
problem 

102 18% 

Occasional 
problem 

131 46% 

No problem 50 36% 
 

18% of respondents feel that road traffic is a severe problem in the Parish and 46% see it 
as an occasional problem.   
 
However, in later questions, traffic issues are frequently cited as problems and, given 
the strength of feeling this issue engenders, road traffic appears to have become one of 
the main problems for the Parish to deal with at present, and for the future, particularly 
if the Parish is to retain its desirable tranquility.   
 

Question 19: Possible causes of the Parish’s traffic problem  
 

Speed 158 53% 
Road 
layout 

51 14% 

Volume 47 13% 
Noise 30 8% 
Non-
local 
through 
traffic 

70 20% 

Size of vehicles Other 
causes  Weight of vehicles 

 

Speed is seen as a cause of the Parish’s traffic problem by 53% of respondents, with road 
layout being the next biggest cause – this is detailed further in questions 21 and 22.   

Other causes mentioned were the size of vehicles.  Also mentioned were “stupid and 
ignorant drivers” and”boy racers” – perhaps some Traffic Police need to show a 
presence from time to time to deter this.   

 

Question 20: how problematic different types are traffic are 
 

 Slight 
nuisance 

Annoying Dangerous 

Large 
vehicles 

 

63 
42% 

33 
22% 

55 
36% 

Delivery 
vehicles 

 

69 
62% 

28 
25% 

15 
13% 

Agricultural 
vehicles 

67 
70% 

15 
16% 

14 
15% 

Motorcycles 
 

52 
54% 

9 
9% 

35 
36% 
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Large vehicles are the cause of much concern – ranging from 42% of respondents 
finding them to be a slight nuisance, to 36% of respondents finding them to be 
dangerous.  One respondent comments: - “roads weren’t built for the size of vehicles 
today”.  Clearly any large vehicles driving along the Parish’s narrow, twisting country 
roads present hazards for pedestrians, animals and livestock and other traffic, but also 
the weight of large vehicles will affect the road surface more badly than other vehicles.   
 
Delivery and agricultural vehicles are a slight nuisance to the majority of respondents 
and annoying to a further 25% and 16% of respondents respectively.  The comments 
above about large vehicles above also generally apply to delivery vehicles and 
agricultural vehicles.  However, respondents were more tolerant to the problems caused 
by agricultural vehicles, as they see them as a vital part of the life of the community “you 
shouldn’t live in a rural area if you don’t like the occasional tractor or stock lorry”.   
 
Motorcycles are felt to be a slight nuisance by most respondents (54%), but are felt to be 
dangerous by 36% of respondents.  Motorcycles are seen to be dangerous because of 
their speed, not just along narrow country roads, but also along the main road into 
Holsworthy.   
 
Parents rushing to complete the school runs were mentioned as a problem, particularly 
when they drive 4x4s and spoil the verges when swerving to overtake etc.  Perhaps the 
school could be approached to help in a “kill your speed, not a child” safety campaign for 
example.   
 
One respondent mentions as a hazard “the chap that jogs, in the dark, in the middle of 
the road, from Black Torrington…!”   
 
Question 21 and Question 22: The main danger spots on the Parish roads 
and safety suggestions 

Where?  What should be done? 

Brandis Corner Over 80 
mentions 

A plethora of solutions were suggested including:  speed 
limits of 20 or 30pmh along the main road; white lines 
along the middle of the main road to prevent overtaking; 
traffic lights; a mini roundabout; mirrors for those 
turning out onto the main road; prohibit car parking 
being allowed around the junction; widening the 
junction to create better visibility; police presence with 
radar equipment which detects speeding; “Deer 
Crossing” signs.  

Holemoor 
Junction / 
Cross 

25 
mentions 

Speed limit of 20mph; prohibit car parking around the 
junction; widen the junction for better visibility.   

Anvil Corner 8 
mentions 

 

Dipper Mill 7 
mentions 

Weight restriction 

Cookbury 
Hill/Corner 

 Cut hedges to widen the road and give better visibility; 
clear out ditches.  

Main road into 
Holsworthy 

 Impose speed restriction; white lines to prevent 
overtaking.   

Bradford Cross  Slow sign 
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Roads to 
Shebbear 

 Speed and weight restrictions 

Middlecott 5 
mentions 

Size restrictions, Slow signs, double lines to slow the flow 
of traffic 

Fore Street, 
Holemoor 

 Speed restrictions; re-route industrial vehicles via 
Shebbear; Slow signs; ‘Road Narrows’ signs; ‘Unsuitable 
for Heavy Vehicle’ signs.  

Small Parish 
roads in general 

 Speed limits; maintain them properly; Pedestrian 
warning signs; cut and trim banks and hedges away from 
road to improve visibility; Slow signs 

 

From the strength of the respondents’ feeling on this question, it is clear that there are 
issues in several places around the Parish that are felt to be dangerous.  

Brandis Corner is recognised as the greatest danger spot in the Parish – respondents 
feel it is a danger to themselves, to other road users and also a danger to wildlife.  This is 
a major issue for the Parish, which it should attempt to rectify as soon as possible.   

Clearly the Parish needs to speak to the local council and/or the Highways Agency for 
advice and action on any of these dangerous areas, with Brandis Corner being the 
priority.   

 

 
Question 23: The condition of Parish roads 
Good/very good – 9 mentions  
Not too bad/OK/fair/could be better – 75 mentions 
Not good/poor – 78 mentions 
Dreadful/appalling/terrible/dire/shocking/disgraceful/horrendous – 30 mentions 
 
The overwhelming view about the roads in the Parish ranges from “poor” to 
“horrendous” – potholes and poor drainage problems were frequently mentioned.   
 
Question 24: Road maintenance  
 

Not properly 
maintained 

98 63% 

Properly 
maintained 

32 21% 

Some 
acceptable 
maintenance 

25 16% 

 

Unsurprisingly, given the response to Question 23, the majority of respondents feel that 
the Parish’s roads are not properly maintained.  Problems experienced included 
potholes, uncut verges and blocked ditches.  Some potholes seem to be left for some 
time, until they become dangerous.  Also, if the roads were kept free of flooding and 
salted in winter to prevent them from icing over, the road surfaces would last longer.   
 
Many respondents point out that filling in potholes does last and is a poor use of time 
and money - “the current approach of temporary patching is short-sighted”.   
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One suggests that “the 6-monthly road inspections are insufficient”.  Another 
respondent believes that “for the road taxes that are paid, the roads are not being 
properly maintained.   
 
However, one respondent points out that the bad condition of the roads, with the 
potholes etc, at least might prevent traffic from speeding.   
 
With such concern over the condition of the Parish’s roads, this must be an issue that 
Parish Council needs to take further with Devon CC to rectify.   
 
Question 25: Quality of health and veterinary service provision 
 

 Good Adequate Poor 
Hospital 

 
 

108 
48% 

76 
34% 

39 
17% 

Doctor 
 
 

197 
71% 

67 
24% 

13 
5% 

Dentist 
 
 

79 
35% 

29 
13% 

117 
52% 

Chemist 
 
 

175 
68% 

70 
27% 

12 
5% 

Chiropodist 
 
 

51 
50% 

29 
29% 

21 
21% 

Optician 
 
 

80 
37% 

63 
29% 

71 
33% 

Alternative 
Medical 
provider 

 

21 
23% 

12 
25% 

15 
31% 

Veterinary 
Services 

 

173 
87% 

21 
11% 

5 
2% 

 

The respondents’ view of the quality of hospital provision was mixed – perhaps this is 
because the “local” hospital with A&E is in Barnstaple, many miles away, although they 
might view the services received once there are good quality.   
 
Respondents are very happy with the quality of Doctor, Chemist, and Veterinary service 
provision and to a slightly lesser extent with the Chiropodist service provision; local 
services (e.g. Holsworthy, Torrington) are readily accessible and they deliver a good 
quality service overall.   
 
The majority of respondents are unhappy with the quality of the dentist provision.  
Perhaps this is because there is no NHS dental provision available locally (or just for 
adults locally?), so they have to drive a long way for the service.  Hopefully the quality of 
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the service, once received, is good, but it is not possible to know this from the survey 
results.    
 
The results for the quality of Optician service are split almost equally between good, 
adequate and poor.  The survey responses give no hints as to why this is and without 
local knowledge it is hard to suggest reasons for these responses.   
 
Respondents recorded that they experience difficulties in getting to health services – 37 
respondents mentioned the problem of distance to hospitals and dentists.  The nearest 
hospital offering the full range of services is Barnstaple and there is a lack of local NHS 
dentist.  Not only are the services located a long way away, but also travel is 
compounded for some Parishioners because of the lack of public transport available.  
One respondent said: - “It is OK if you can drive, but otherwise it’s hopeless”.  Another 
respondent says that she/he has to “rely on friends for transport” and two others 
comment that they find it difficult to get to health services because of their existing poor 
health.   
 
Other comments from respondents on the problems experienced with health services 
include:   
“There is no Saturday evening GP surgery”. 
“A better GP out -of -hours service is needed”.   
“There are no services in the Parish – all are too far away and you have to drive by car”.   
 
As the Parish has a majority of residents who are in the 41-65 age group/retired (up to 
80+), the need for comprehensive, easily reachable health services is a concern – it is no 
problem when people can still drive themselves the distance required, but for many this 
will not be possible always or in the future. 
 
Regarding the provision of additional services within the Parish, the respondents had 
many suggestions.  Many respondents are sad that the village shop and Post Office both 
closed and would like to see them back again – not just because they were convenient, 
but because they were places where people met, or bumped into other, exchanged gossip 
etc.  The most commonly suggested additional services were a Post Office - 61 responses 
and a local shop (selling local produce, newspapers, basics such as milk etc) – 25 
responses.  9 respondents also wished for a Banking facility.   
 
Other additional services suggested were:   
“Continuation of mobile library service” 
“Newspaper deliveries” 
Petrol station 
Children’s playground 
Hairdresser 
Butcher and baker 
Chippy  
Pub at Holemoor  
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Question 26: Usage of the village hall 
 

Occasionally 142 49% 
Never 76 26% 
Weekly 46 16% 
Monthly 21 7% 
Daily 4 1% 

 

It appears that the village hall has capacity to be used more often by the Parishioners – 
to attend existing events, but also to set up new events and uses for the hall.  Only 1% 
says they use the hall daily and only 16% say they use the hall on a weekly basis.   
 
Do the Parishioners know who to contact if they wish to use the hall, e.g. for a book club 
group, or for a coffee morning?   
 
Would there be better usage if there was better information provided to everyone in the 
Parish regarding existing events etc in the hall?   
 
Question 27:  Is the village hall adequate for the needs of the Parish? 
 

Yes 139 95% 
No 6 4% 
Don’t 
know 

2 1% 

 

Nearly all respondents agree that the village hall is adequate for the needs of the Parish.  
From those that didn’t think it was adequate, one commented, “more space is needed”.   

 

One respondent comments that: “we are extremely fortunate to have such a wonderful 
hall – thanks to a group of hard working and dedicated people” and other comments:”a 
certain few did a great deal of hard work to raise money for the hall”.   
 
Question 28:  Suggestions for improving the usage of the village hall 
A few respondents commented that the hall “is brand new – shouldn’t need 
improvement – it is very nice!”   
 
Suggestions included:   
“Make sure everyone knows what is going on, when and who to contact”  
“Appointment of an Events Organiser”  
 
“The Bar is rarely used – could be used by the Skittles players during the winter months 
for making tea and coffee”.   
“Bar/tea serving areas” 
“Play area for children” 
“Public access to football pitch”   
“Reduce running costs with wind turbine and solar panels” 
“Landscape around it to reduce the bleakness of the setting”  
“Better signposts to the hall”.   
“Resurface the car park”.  
“Better lighting in the car park on dark evenings”.   
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Question 29:  Importance and usage of a local church/chapel 
 

As an historic building 169 25% 

Baptisms, weddings 
and funerals 

138 21% 

As a community focal 
point 

121 18% 

For worship 79 12% 

As an attractive open 
space 

69 10% 

Not important 66 10% 

For Sunday school 27 4% 

 

Other current uses mentioned were:   
“Weekly bell-ringers” 
“Family burial plots” 
 
One respondent’s view is that “The Church has been there for 100 years and should be 
preserved as part of Devon’s heritage”.   

 
From the responses above, it seems that the Parishioners view of usage of the 
Church/Chapel is now different from their original uses – they are no longer seen 
mainly as places of worship and for Sunday School, but they are seen as a historic places 
of interest, and a place for baptisms, weddings and funeral services, and also as a focal 
point for the community. 
 
There appears to be demand for greater usage of the Church/Chapel for worship – 
“Would be nice to have a family service at the Church once a month, especially now that 
we have lost the Chapel”. Some respondents comment that they don’t know when 
services take place: “knowing when the services were would be helpful – perhaps via the 
Parish newsletter?” and “need better communication about what is going on” and 
“would like to see a visit from the Clergy every 12-18 months”.   
 
Comments about the Chapel/Church:  
“The Church/Chapel should be at the heart of the community” 
“The Chapel was important but is now about to close”  
“Sad the Chapel is unloved, when there is a graveyard.  Surely the Parish could get 
together and raise money for the roof.  Also, for a Sunday School as there is none at the 
Church”.  
“Pity that Church and Chapel are used regularly by so few”.   
“The lovely ancient Church is the only real feature of Cookbury”  
“Why is the Village Hall used for worship, when there are 3 or 4 other places?”   
 
The local vicar/chaplain could be contacted about improving the information available 
about Church/Chapel services and events – a wider distribution of information and 
notice boards regularly updated.  Perhaps there could be more events, other than 
services, organised that make use of the Church/Chapel – “open up Churches for more 
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secular events (as of old!)”.  Suggestions for using the Chapel/Church further include: 
“school trips” and “historical interest in building and churchyard”.  
  The bats in Cookbury Church could also be of interest from a nature conservation 
perspective.   
 

EDUCATION 
Question 30:  Additional educational facilities needed by the Parish  

Adult education 
evening classes 

77 27% 

None required 75 26% 

Holiday play scheme 46 16% 

After school clubs 43 15% 

Full day care 19 7% 
Registered child 
minders 

18 6% 

Playgroup/nursery 9 3% 

 

There is plenty of enthusiasm for adult education classes to be held in the Parish – see 
below Question 31 for further education class topics.  These could be held in the Village 
Hall and make more use of it, or they could be held in the Primary School, or local 
Church/Chapel, depending upon the topic.   

There were good responses to the Holiday Play Scheme, After School Club and other 
children’s’ care facilities.  Some of these are already being considered; see Question 11, 
“Bradford nursery offers day care.  Bradford school is looking at the possibility of a 
breakfast club and also after school care”.   

Question 31:  Suggestions for further education classes   

There was a huge number and variety of classes suggested.  In response to Question 33, 
there are 41 people who would be happy to help by organising and running some Parish 
event/activity, so there should be plenty of people to help get some of these classes up 
and running in the Parish.   
 
With some of the topics that have less interest shown, perhaps it would be possible to 
seek further interest outside the Parish, in Shebbear or Holsworthy for example.   
 
Would it be possible to organise some information which might enable individuals get 
one of these interest groups up and running – perhaps an advice leaflet, or a meeting at 
the Village Hall to discuss?   
 
The suggestions for further education classes were: 
IT – 23 responses 
Languages (French, Italian at various levels) – 12 responses 
Art – 9 responses 
Handicrafts – 4 responses 
Local history (see Question 32 below) 
Brownies and Scouts 
Literature – a book club Health related courses e.g. Tai-chi, yoga, Pilates, dancing, keep 
fit - 4 
Dancing and ballroom dancing 
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Music – 3 
Genealogy/Family Tree 
Photography – 3 
Cookery and cake icing – 3 
Car maintenance 
Building/DIY/Welding 
Woodwork, metalwork 
Upholstery and soft furnishings  
Furniture restoration 
Rural skills, ecology 
Garden planning and maintenance 
Animal welfare 
Outings to swimming pool for lessons/leisure 
Flower arranging 
Small business accounting 
Travel  
First Aid 
 

RECREATION 
 
Question 32:  Activities which the Parish would benefit from 
 

Adult education 
courses 

93 31% 

Local history group 82 27% 

Youth club 69 23% 

Theatre/dramatic 
society 

43 14% 

Business forum 12 4% 

 
The great enthusiasm for adult education courses/classes in the Parish has been covered 
above.   
In addition to these, with 82 respondents showing an interest in a Local History Group, 
this is a “must do’” and it would be great to get this up and running as soon as possible.  
To assist perhaps someone has already had experience of organising such a group, or 
perhaps a Local History Group from a village or town nearby can be invited to give some 
advice.  There may also be advice available on the Internet.   
Similarly, with 43 respondents showing interest in a theatre/dramatic society, this is 
plenty of people to get such a group off the ground.   
The idea of a Business Forum has had 12 respondents, but this should be enough to 
form the group and to get started.  Perhaps advice can be sought from an existing local 
business group e.g. Probus in Launceston.   
Other suggestions for clubs/societies were:   
“Choir/orchestra” 
“Archery” 
“Sports and training” 
“Table tennis” 
“Gym” 
“Swimming” 
“Tennis – there is an unused tennis court over the hedge near Bonfire Corner”   
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It would be beneficial to get some of these groups/activities set up and running.  As well 
as responding to the interest shown by the respondents, having such groups/activities 
within the Parish would enable Parishioners to get to know others, enhance feelings of 
community spirit and belonging with the Parish.   
 
With regards to the suggestion of a Youth Club, one respondent points out that: “we 
already have a youth group – Friday mites and Friday mates”.  Perhaps this needs better 
advertising within the Parish, or perhaps expanding.  Any activities/groups run within 
the Parish that appeal more to young people/young adults may be helpful, since they 
may help prevent any problems of “young people hanging around in the evening” and 
perhaps even help to stop potential anti-social behaviour or vandalism (if they are 
otherwise occupied).   
 

Question 33: Willingness of respondents to help in any capacity in the 
creation and running of the activities and facilities 

Yes 41 34% 
Maybe 3 3% 
No 76 63% 

 

There are 41 people who are willing to help to create and/or run activities and facilities 
in the Parish – this is a very positive response and very encouraging and should make 
the organisation and running of some clubs, societies and activities a real possibility.   

 
ENVIRONMENT 
 

Question 34:  Items for recycling that are not already collected for recycling 

Respondents are keen to be able to recycle as much as possible and the items they noted 
that they wish to be able to recycle are:   
Cardboard – 62 responses 
Plastics of ALL types – 57  
Green/garden waste – 14  
Metals/foil - 5 
Glass – 4 
Electrical equipment 
Batteries – 3 
Printer cartridges 
Clothes 
Cans - 1 
Magazines - 1 
Paper - 1 
 
From some of the responses above, it might be the case that not all residents are aware 
of exactly what is allowed to be recycled within the “green bag and box” – perhaps 
awareness can be raised about this.   
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Question 35:  Usage of recycling facilities outside the Parish   
 

Yes 149 60% 

No 101 40% 

 

Over half (60%) of the respondents use recycling facilities outside the Parish – this 
means that 149 respondents are regularly driving to other facilities, which is an 
additional expense to them and an additional use of carbon/fossil fuels.  It is likely that 
respondents sensibly combine dropping off items for recycling with other reasons for 
their travel e.g. to work, shopping etc.   
 

The most frequently used recycling facilities outside the Parish are:   
Anvil Corner Depot – 42 responses  
Holsworthy – 30 
Hatherleigh – 2 
Halwill – 2 
Okehampton – for plastic - 4 
Shebbear 
Bude - 2 
Salvage Plastic – 1 
Charity shops in Holsworthy, Barnstaple 
Supermarkets 
Bideford 
Torrington – 2 
A few respondents comment that the workers at the Anvil Corner Depot are not always 
as helpful as they could be – they are not always consistent about the items they accept 
for recycling and one respondent comment was that they are “miserable and unhelpful”.   
 

Question 36:  How much surrounding countryside features are valued  

 Very important Important Not very 
important 

No opinion 

Landscape 
character 
 

211 
81% 

46 
18% 

2 
 

1 

Woodlands 
 
 

222 
83% 

46 
17% 

  

Devon banks 
 
 

199 
75% 

45 
17% 

18 
7% 

4 

Meadows 
and green 
fields 
 

224 
86% 

34 
13% 

1 1 

Streams and 
rivers 
 

226 
85% 

39 
15% 

1  

Fields to 
walk in  
 

172 
69% 

39 
14% 

31 
12% 

8 
 

Wildlife 240 35 3  
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86% 13%  

Footpaths 
 
 

188 
73% 

48 
19% 

16 
6% 

5 
 

Sustainable 
farming 
 

215 
81% 

30 
11% 

13 
5% 

8 
 

Percentages not shown where they calculate to less than 5% - at this level the numbers 
themselves are more meaningful than the percentage.     
 
This question shows how passionate the vast majority of respondents are about their 
rural surroundings.  These responses go hand in hand with the fact that very many 
respondents chose to live in the Parish because of its rural nature and they therefore 
value these things very highly.   
 
The respondents are also passionate about wanting to protect and improve many 
environmentally important issues/aspects within the Parish.  They value the natural 
habitat, wildlife and agriculture, the peace and quiet, the country-look of the Parish and 
the traditional Devon way of life.  Responses include  

 

“Leave it as it is!” and “to pass on to future generations the land in good heart”.   

Particular issues/aspects mentioned to improve and protect were 

 (A full list is in APPENDIX 3):   

“Building should be in keeping with local surroundings and not to large to overshadow 
or look out of place”   

“Farms, family farms, small farms and sustainable farming” – 10 responses 

“The natural habitat – character, beauty, native flora and fauna”  

“Green lanes, bridleways, footpaths” – 14 

“Rivers, streams, woodlands” 

“Remaining wild flower meadows” - 2 

“Hedgerows and hedge-laying - should be done at the right time of year and not by 
mechanical trimming” 

“Peace and quiet” - 2 
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Question 37:  How the visual character of the Parish could be    
 improved   

Respondents were asked to suggest ways to improve the visual character of the Parish 
and their suggestions were:   
 
Buildings… 
“More sensitive restoration of old buildings” 
“Some houses look run-down – encourage home improvement” 
“Protection of historic buildings and sites” 
“Repair old buildings” 
“Restrict/control housing development” – 2 
“Use traditional materials for the build environment” 
“Restrict building of bungalows which are inappropriate” - 2 
“Housing development on traditional lines (not bland like the rest of the UK)” 
“Building should only be allowed in keeping with the area” 
“Variety is going; everything looks the same these days” 
 
Roads and traffic… 
“Better road surfaces and road maintenance” - 3 
“Clear ditches and drains” - 5 
“Less on-road parking” 
“Clean road signs” 
“Reduce traffic, then less pollution” 
“Cookbury Green needs protection from being churned up by vehicles” 
“Improve roads and verges” 
“Trim roadside hedges and banks – improve hedge and bank maintenance” - 5 
Tidying up… 
“Prevent fly tipping and dumping of agricultural waste” 
“Prevent fly tipping and dumping of old cars”  
“Remove old agricultural machinery and dumped cars” 
“Removal of scrap cars” 
“Stop fly tipping” - 3 
“Only put out rubbish bags on collection days” 
“Trim verges and hedges” 
“Tidy up litter” 
“Collect litter from verges – encourage people to take litter home and not to throw it 
from the School bus” – 12 
“Control accumulation of litter” 
“A local group to collect litter – and reduce our Council Tax”  
“Stop dog fouling” – 2 
“Remove lumps of rock from verges – they are unsightly and dangerous”  
 
Prettifying… 
“Keep it natural”  
“Cookbury green needs regular mowing during summer months” 
“More flowers around the village” 
“Britain in Bloom” 
“Flowers at village signs” 
“Plant primroses – make it the “primrose parish” (everyone else does daffodils)” 
…and conservation…”Don’t cut the verges until the wild flowers have seeded” 
“More flowers/bulbs planted on banks” – 3 
“Landscape Cookbury village green” 
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“Plant more woodland, trees and hedges” 
“Stop farmers denuding the fields and making them characterless and all the same (stop 
paying the farmers to do this – if they can’t afford their land, sell it” 
 “Eliminate Devon Banks – opening up the landscape vista” 
“Cut grass verges more often” 
“More access to local green areas” 
 
Signage and Information… 
“We need a village sign” 
“Sign for Bradford on the Hill – so that people know they’re here” 
“Flowers at village signs” 
“Parish maps on notice boards – showing boundaries and points of interest” 
“Restrict size and number of road signs e.g. Cookbury Mill bridge weight limit signs” 
 
Several respondents thought that no improvements were necessary: 
“No need, we like it as it is” 
“It is beautiful as it is” 
“Leave well alone”  
 
As some respondents suggest “volunteer groups occasionally to tidy up/tackle an 
eyesore” - it should be possible for Parishioners to tackle some of these suggestions 
themselves, by organising some volunteer working parties, such as tidying up the litter, 
planting flowers, making signs for the Villages.  Perhaps the Parish would want to 
consider entering the “Britain in Bloom”, or “Best village” competition.   
 
The local Council may be needed to assist with several of the other issues e.g. fly-tipping, 
roads/banks/hedgerows etc and regarding some of the building issues, local residents 
may need to be alert and organised to resist unwelcome planning requests.   
 
 
INFORMATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 

Question 38:  How far the Parish elected representatives in local 
government are aware of local concerns and feelings   

 Fully aware Quite aware Not aware Don’t know 

Bradford & 
Cookbury 
Parish 
Council 

62 24% 84 33% 22 9% 90 35% 

 

Torridge 
Council 

 

7 3% 37 16% 92 39% 99 42% 

Devon 
County 
Council  

 

8 3% 38 15% 87 35% 113 46% 
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Although 35% of respondents didn’t know whether the Parish elected representatives in 
the Bradford & Cookbury Parish Council were aware of local concerns and feelings, 
nearly 60% of respondents thought that they were aware, which is an encouraging 
result.   

Not all respondents are happy with their local councillors’ representation, and one 
states: “want to see a permanent mechanism for people in the community to voice their 
opinions if local councillors seem not to do so and there is ambition to be a “community” 
not just people who happen to live close to one another”.  The local councillors need to 
be seen to listen to community feeling and then be active on the communities’ behalf.  
This is perhaps due to a lack of information going out to the community from the Parish 
Council, but perhaps there could be room for residents to meet more often with the 
Parish Council and to ask questions/give feedback.   

 

By contrast, most respondents didn’t think that elected representatives in either 
Torridge Council or Devon County Council were aware of local concerns and feelings.  
This may not in fact be true, but it is a situation that needs to be improved – perhaps 
these representatives could hold a general meeting/question time at the Village Hall on 
an annual basis, or write about topical issues in the local newspapers.   

 

Question 39:  Respondents awareness of who their councillors are for each 
of these councils   

 Yes No Not sure 

Bradford & 
Cookbury 
Parish Council 

126 46% 148 54% 1 0.3% 

Torridge 
Council 

 

 

60 22% 208 77% 2 1% 

Devon County 
Council  

 

63 23% 205 76% 2 1% 

 

There is almost an equal number of respondents who know who their Bradford & 
Cookbury Parish Councillors are and an equal number who don’t know.  Perhaps this is 
a reflection of the large numbers of respondents who are quite new to the Parish.   

Whatever the reason, it would be helpful to improve this situation – perhaps by 
information put onto Parish notice boards, or information in newsletters, or by holding 
an open meeting to “meet your Parish Councillors” with coffee etc at the Village Hall.   

Nearly 80% of respondents don’t know who their elected councillors are for Torridge 
Council and for Devon County Council.  This situation should be improved, perhaps via 
some of the suggestions given above to Question 38.    
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Question 40:  The most effective way to keep respondents informed about 
Parish news, events and services   

Parish 
newsletter 

243 35% 

Parish Council 
newsletter 

120 17% 

Parish notice 
boards 

87 13% 

Website/email 90 13% 
Word of 
mouth 

79 11% 

Newspaper 49 7% 
Parish 
meetings 

23 3% 

 

243 (35%) of respondents would like to have a Parish newsletter.  However, one 
respondent points out that “we have already got a Bradford and Cookbury newsletter”.  
If this is the case, then for some reason people are unaware of it and/or are not receiving 
it.  A Parish newsletter is a very time-consuming item to regularly produce and it would 
present quite a burden to whoever produces it.  However, there would be many benefits 
of a regular newsletter that is distributed to all Parishioners – information for 
newcomers to the Parish; welcome messages to newcomers; advertising of all Parish 
events, societies and groups and happenings within the Parish.  At a time of change 
within the Parish, such as now, a newsletter would be very helpful.   

Similarly, a newsletter from the Parish Council would be beneficial, although possibly, 
to avoid duplication of the chore of distribution, the Parish Council could write articles 
and give information within a wider Parish newsletter.    

Better usage could be made of notice boards around the Parish and as one respondent 
mentions, perhaps “more notice boards are required” – there should certainly be one 
inside and one outside the Village Hall, one near the School, ones at the 
Churches/Chapels, and perhaps one at the Bickford Arms/Brandis Corner too.  
However, to be trusted as a reliable source of information, someone or a group of 
people, need to take responsibility for looking after and updating the notice boards.  One 
respondent comments that “notice boards need updating before they could be used 
effectively” – perhaps some improvement and repair work is necessary.   

A number of respondents would be keen to have a Parish website – this would take 
some finance to get this up and running and then someone to keep it up to date.  It was 
not possible to separate this issue out from those respondents who though that email 
would be a good way of keeping villagers informed.  (In future surveys “website” and 
“email” should be two separate categories).  

79 respondents would like to be kept informed about events, services, etc, by word of 
mouth.  This would also encourage people to speak to others, incomers and long-stayers, 
within community and might also have the bonus of helping people to get to know each 
other.  However, this is a method of communication that cannot be relied upon to reach 
all members of the community.   
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Question 41:  The quality of essential services in the Parish 

Respondents were asked to rate “quality” of essential services by “essential”, 
“important”, “unimportant” and “no opinion”.   

Unfortunately this question did not make sense, as quality cannot be rated by 
importance and so respondents could not properly answer the question.   

Question 42:  Crime and safety concerns   

Speeding 
traffic 

198 32% 

Burglary 157 25% 

Lack of 
Police 
presence 

114 18% 

Vandalism 58 9% 

Anti-social 
behaviour 

52 8% 

Noisy 
neighbours 

45 7% 

 

The greatest response to this question about crime and safety concerns was that of 
speeding traffic – 198 respondents are concerned about this issue.  Respondents 
comment that “agricultural contractors speed” and that there are “speeding drivers on 
country roads – young yobs from Holsworthy”.  This response reinforces responses to 
earlier questions on traffic concerns and is an issue that has become a problem and 
steps should be taken to improve the situation.  Perhaps the Parish councillors need to 
get advice from the Highways Agency, or local government, in order to ascertain what 
measures the Parish could take to limit speeding drivers and how they could best 
influence local government to get them implemented.   

A quarter of all respondents are concerned about burglary, and coupled with the evident 
lack of police presence in the Parish, one respondent comments that they have “never 
seen a Police Office in Bradford”, this is a worry that will increase over time.  It might be 
possible to speak to the local Police to ask them about information which households 
can be given on improving the safety of their properties against burglars.  Perhaps the 
local Police might be able to hold a question and answer session in the Village Hall, or 
perhaps they would be prepared to do house inspections to give individual advice.  
Perhaps there would be the opportunity to create some volunteer “Community Police 
Officers”.   

Over 100 residents are concerned about vandalism and anti-social behaviour.  Perhaps 
the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme or local Community Police Officers may be able to 
prevent this.  The Parish could organise their own group to tackle this – advice should 
be sought from the local Police.   

Other issues raised by respondents include the noise and traffic created by “motor 
racing/quad biking” and “gun clubs”.  Concerns were also raised about “interfering 
neighbours”.   
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Question 43:  Neighbourhood Watch scheme membership   

No, I 
am not 
in a 
scheme 

109 80% 

Yes, I 
am a 
member 

 

26 19% 

Don’t 
know 

 

1 1% 

 

A few respondents queried whether a Neighbourhood Watch scheme still existed in the 
Parish.     

26 respondents said that they were already members of a Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme.   

Desire to join a Neighbourhood Watch scheme   

Yes 39 59% 

No 22 33% 

Maybe 5 8% 

 

39 respondents answered that they would like to join a Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  
It would be helpful therefore if the existing scheme could be rejuvenated and 
information about it spread about the Parish, or a new Scheme organised.   

Question 44: Issues experienced that particularly relate to living in an 
isolated rural area   

Responses to this question range from the many respondents who love the isolation of 
the Parish, to those that are lonely.  Further issues include concern about the lack of 
amenities and services, travel and traffic difficulties and communication difficulties.  
The issues raised have nearly all been covered in more detail in previous questions.   

Responses include (a full list of responses is given in APPENDIX 4):  

“I like the quietness” and “Leave it as it is” 

“Keep it isolated – that’s why we came here” 

“Road system – rat runs – traffic on unsuitable roads” 

“Support for the elderly and infirm” 

“Good communications essential” 

“Hospital is very far away” 
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GENERAL  

Question 45:  Satisfaction with the Parish as a place to live   

Very happy 163 56% 

Happy 120 41% 

Neither 
happy nor 
unhappy 

8 3% 

Unhappy 2 Less than 1% 

Very 
unhappy 

0 0 

 

It is a credit to so many people living the Parish that the responses to this question were 
so high - 56% of respondents are “very happy” and 41% of respondents are “happy“ in 
the Parish as a place to live.   

Only 2 respondents, an elderly couple, replied that they were “unhappy” living in the 
Parish - perhaps it would be possible to seek them out to give them some neighbourly 
help and support.   

 

Question 46:  Feeling whether the Parish is changing for the better or for 
the worse   

Better 95 52% 

Worse 89 48% 

 

Perhaps the fact that the responses for “Better” and “Worse” are almost equal reflects 
the current period of change being experienced in the Parish.  The large numbers of 
newcomers to the Parish seems to be unsettling for some of the more long-standing 
residents, who see their traditional country ways and life being challenged and perhaps 
changed, and who no longer feel that they know as many people in their Parish – they 
feel less comfortable and at ease about living in the Parish.    

Better communication and information might assist with this issue – for instance, a 
Parish newsletter and more use of Parish notice boards, as well as some more Parish 
events, including adult education classes etc, where people can meet each other and new 
people too.   
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Question 47a:  Reasons the Parish is changing for the better  

Please see APPENDIX 5 for a full list of responses.   

Many respondents mentioned that the incomers to the Parish were having a positive 
effect on community spirit and village life – with their new ideas and enthusiasm, and 
several of those new to the Parish mentioned how welcome they were often made to feel 
by existing people in the Parish “we are encouraged by the supportive nature and 
community spirit of the village”.   

The Village Hall is seen as a great asset for the Parish, as a community focal point and a 
place where people can get to know others.   

The isolated rural community feeling still exists in the Parish – it is “still a quiet and 
peaceful place to live” – and this is the reason why many people have chosen to live in 
the Parish in the first place.   

Question 47b:  Reasons the Parish is changing for the worse 

There were many responses to this question, but several commonly held issues that 
make Parishioners unhappy, as listed below (a full list is in APPENDIX 6):   

Housing development – too much, homes built in styles that do not fit in with the 
surroundings  

Incomers – there is tangible resentment and tension surrounding the issue of incomers 
to the Parish - the large number of incomers over the past few years and the consequent 
loss of community spirit, their apparent lack of understanding of country ways and life.  

Loss of village Post Office, local shop “where neighbours used to run into one another” 

Traffic – increased volume and speeding traffic.  

Pollution – noise pollution from traffic; organised motor events and pheasant shoots.   

Underling several of the issues above is the unhappiness concerning the loss of 
community spirit, knowing everyone in the village, the feeling that people around you 
share your feelings about the countryside.   

The suggestions listed in Question 46 might be helpful in addressing some of the issues 
above and the problems being caused by traffic issues also need to be addressed for the 
Parish.   

Question 48:  issues the community collectively should be addressing, or 
will need to address, in the near future.  

There were a wide variety of responses to this question, with some common themes.  
Clearly with many of these the Parish Council would need to be able to lobby and 
influence local government bodies etc and one respondent challenges the Parish Council 
to “prove to us your voice can be heard by higher authority”.   

Below are some of the issues which the respondents see needed to be addressed by the 
community collectively now and in the near future (a full list is in APPENDIX 7):   

Employment – creating opportunities in the countryside and local employment 
opportunities, particularly for younger people.   

Environment and Conservation: – protecting the traditional rural life, wildlife, 
footpaths, green lanes and bridleways.   

Farming – protecting agricultural interests and promoting sustainable farming.  

Housing – the high cost of housing particularly for young people.  Also that housing is 
only built on acceptable sites and built in a style that fits in with existing styles.   
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Traffic – problems caused by the increasing volume of traffic and speeding traffic in and 
around the Parish.   

Transport – Parishioners are almost wholly dependent upon cars (burning fossil carbon 
fuels) and the environmental impact of cars being the majority mode of transport.  The 
elderly and infirm – “must not be left on the fringe” – again the issue of transport, 
access to medical provision; access to necessities such as food and banking.   

One issue raised by several respondents was that of the level of Council Tax paid 
compared with the return in terms of amenities and services.   

Question 49:  Respondents opinions on the importance of trying to draw 
together the scattered nature of the Parish with events etc  

This question generated responses from nearly all the respondents who completed the 
questionnaire.  The overwhelming response was positively in favour of organising 
events, particularly ones based at the village hall.  There was a small handful, less than 5 
respondents, who said that there was no need to organise events for this purpose and a 
few respondents said that there were already enough events being organised to achieve 
this goal.   

From the respondents’ suggestions and comments about events, it appears that there 
are already a number of events going on within the Parish, so it is evident that not all 
Parishioners know what is already happening.  This could be remedied by improved 
information and distribution of information, perhaps the greater use of Parish notice 
boards and including information on all events in a regular Parish Newsletter.  It would 
be helpful to encourage a good cross section of residents to join in the creation and 
organisation of Parish events – a mix of incomers and those who have lived in the Parish 
a long time.   

Events already going on, according to respondents’ comments, are:  Parish lunch in 
autumn, carol service, wine & wisdom, bowls, badminton, skittles, ladies’ group, flower 
arranging, yoga, religious meetings, youth groups – Friday mites and Friday mates, 
Bingo evenings 

 

The respondents see a wide variety of reasons to have events organised that try to draw 
together the scattered nature of the Parish, including getting people involved in the 
organisation, giving people the opportunity to meet existing friends and neighbours, or 
meeting new people at the events themselves.    

 

However, as some respondents point out, the loss of the village hall and Post Office has 
taken away the villagers’ ability to “drop in and meet/chat/gossip naturally – not 
involving keys etc at the village hall”.  Village events in the Hall and other locations 
cannot replace the natural ways that villagers used to meet up, exchange information 
and generally keep in touch with each other – through the village shop and Post Office.    

 

Below is a cross-section of these reasons (the rest are listed in APPENDIX 8): 

“Events enable people to get to know each other rather than remaining isolated and 
lonely”.  “I enjoy the village lunches because lots of people get involved.  Everyone can 
help if they want”. 
Events are important because there is a “lack of communication between the scattered 
areas”.   
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Events “would benefit some people, particularly the elderly”.  Events would “encourage 
incomers”.   

There were some criticisms of the Parish events organised, as some respondents feel 
that they are always organised by the same people, who either get stuck doing all the 
hard work, or who take over the organisation, preventing others from getting involved.   

Also, some respondents comment that the events need to be better publicised and have 
not successfully attracted incomers or people who have previously not attended village 
events: “always the same faces at village events – new people should be encouraged to 
join in”.   

 Transport was raised as an issue with village events: “make sure those without 
transports aren’t excluded from events”.  Having a contact number on the event 
advertising could easily rectify this - people could ring an event organiser about their 
transport problem – there must be people willing to help by giving lifts.   

The amount and variety of suggestions for future Parish events were amazing – 
obviously lots of creative-thinking people in the community.  Below are their 
suggestions and comments:  

Cultural events – choir, orchestra, concerts 

Annual or bi-annual Parish event, with a raffle for fund raising, bar and food bought by 
attendees 

Community drama event – pantomime or theatre group 

Fete with flower, produce and vegetable shows 

BBQ 

Jumble sales 

Quiz evenings 

May Day events 

Walking the Parish boundaries 

Christmas Fayre 

Summer Fayre 

Whist drives 

Barn dances 

Jazz evenings 

Folk music 

Cheese and wine 

Beetle drive 

Race nights 

Licensed social club (“to bring people together – the local pub doesn’t do this”) 

Sports events 

Tug of War 

Craft centre 

Coffee shop 
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“Events for young people in particular” 

“Attractions for children should be included where possible” 

APPENDIX I 
Comments about future house building (Question 8): 

“No further house building.  We moved her for peace, quiet, un-spoilt rural location”.   

“More homes would mean more traffic pollution”.   

“Starter homes should be in towns where transport and other facilities are available”.  

“There are no shops etc and a minimal bus service”.  

“Starter homes are better sited near work opportunities and public transport”.   

“We need affordable housing for our young people to remain here”.    

There is no room for improved infrastructure and without this the Parish cannot sustain further 

dwellings”.   

“Not too many together – will help hamlets to survive and integrate newcomers more easily”.  

“Not large developments – as happened in Chilsworthy”.   

“There is a need for more housing but it should be in keeping and in proportion with the Parish”.   

“Preference for eco-housing, using local materials that fit in with the landscape”   

“Character of new homes should fit in with the locality”.   

 “Restrict 2
nd

 homes” 

“Covenants should be for primary residences only”.  

“People seem to be moving away – there are unoccupied houses”.   

APPENDIX 2 
Comments about encouraging agriculture and business in and around the 
Parish (Question 10): 

 
“The opportunity of using Dunsland Estate was raised years ago”. 

“A few years ago the Parish had the opportunity to attract tourists to an art centre and in 
their wisdom rejected the proposal, missing out on the opportunity to create local 
employment”.   
 
“Noise pollution should b e considered with any business development”.  
“Better public transport is needed”.   
“Wouldn’t want major development – industrial, commercial or agricultural – small 
scale only”  
 
“Only existing businesses should be encouraged”.   
 
APPENDIX 3 
Comments about environmentally important aspects to protect and 
improve (Question 36): 

“Continue those things being done now – it is exceptional” 

“Preserve the existing nature and character of the Parish” 
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“Safe cycle paths and places for children to play” 

“Protect and improve footpaths, green lanes, and the open spaces we have around us” - 5 

“Hedges, hay meadows, trees” - 4 

“Keep protecting culm grassland” – 2 

“Wild areas” 

“Open spaces” - 2  

“Dunsland (could be used for fete as well)” – 3 

“Access to Bramble Wood should be improved and restored” 

“Hedgerows, verges” 

“Preserve lovely old Churches of Bradford and Cookbury”  

“Iron signposts” 

“Cookbury Green” 

“Sensitive planning decisions”  

“Restrict building” – 4 

“Protect green field sites from building” 

“No building on farming fields” 

“Traditional Devon life” – 2 

“To keep a viable agricultural industry” 

“Local businesses” 

 “Limit noise from quad bike track” 

“Reduce air pollution” 
“Reduce traffic” 
“Education in environment care and protection”   
 

APPENDIX 4 
Comments about issues relating to living in an isolated rural area (Question 
44): 

“Helpful to see occasional Police presence” 

“Need things for teenagers to do, until or unless, they are able to get to Holsworthy on 
their own” 

“Transport – without a car, reliance on public transport” which is very limited 

“High Council tax – lack of value” 

“No utilities – gas, mains drainage” 

“No shops, petrol station, Post Office – have to go far just to get the basics e.g. milk” 

“Loneliness” 

“Contact with others – especially for newcomers” 

“Out of hour’s medical service” 

“Don’t feel particularly isolated” 

“We are not urban – why try to make it so?” 
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“Reliance on CO2 emitting private transport”  

“Noise pollution – bikes, Enduro, quad biking events promoted by a local landowner, 
clay pigeon shooting” 

“Light pollution” 

“Barking dogs” 

Unresponsive Police – e.g. to burglary – it took until the next day for them to visit for 
the 1st time” 

“Lack of delivery services e.g. Tesco/Sainsbury” 

“Some form of A&E facility within the Holsworthy area – can be vital!” 

“The incomers commuting to work in their cars is turning our previously quiet roads 
into rat runs” 

“Too populated with suburban dwellers” 

“Roads need to be gritted when icy” 

“Travelling difficulties – have to rely on taxis” 

“Elderly people and mothers with young children can be particularly isolated and there 
are no co-ordinated organisations providing help or support services” 

“Do all possible to prevent new building”  

“No public services” 

“Not easy to make new friends for newcomers if you don’t go to the local Church” 

“With the loss of the local Post Office and shop, have to travel further just to buy a 
stamp, makes living in the country more expensive” 

“Some people can be very judgmental and are unwilling to wholly welcome you into 
their community” 

“Meals on wheels” 

“Government attitudes to rural communities and their needs” 

APPENDIX 5 
Reasons given for why the Parish is changing for the better (Question 47a): 

“Still a quiet and peaceful place to live” 
“Village hall” 

“The village hall has brought the community together” 

“Having a good local pub again” 

“Improving school and house conditions” 

“Young families helping the local school” 

“People taking pride in their homes” 

“Maintenance of properties has improved” 

“Pro-active local Council” 

 “Pro-active local residents overcoming local inertia” 

“The hard work of the councillors” 

 “People are very friendly and helpful throughout the Parish” 
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“We are encouraged by the supportive nature and community spirit of the village” 

“New people” 

“Nice people” 

“People in Cookbury becoming more friendly and communicative” 

“New people moving in – a good mix of ideas” 

“Co-operation and diversity of contribution”  

“Retired people with experience of life and love of the countryside and exciting ideas to 
improve our traditional way of life” 

“Good communications” 
 
APPENDIX 6 
Reasons given for why the Parish is changing for the worse (Question 47b): 

“Gradual loss of tranquility (this is partly why we are not in favour of businesses at 
home” 
“Protecting the existing quality of life” 
“Leave it as it is – let’s keep a small village environment” 

“Loss of character – over-conversion of old buildings” 
“In-filling house building” 
“No large housing estates or large industry” 
“Squatters in Allens Lane” 
“Housing – high cost” 
“Too much development” 
“Becoming suburbia” 
“Houses being built that do not blend with their surroundings eg. the house built next to 
Cookbury Church.  It is an eyesore.  The Church should never have sold the land and the 
house is far too big for the site”  
“Closure of shop and Post Office – where neighbours used to run in to one another” 
“Less public transport” 
“People having to travel long distances for work” 
“4 years ago there was a weekly bus to Holsworthy from Cookbury” 
“Annihilation of agriculture”   
“Non-indigenous residents still thinking that city life is better” 
“Outsiders coming in who don’t understand countryside and life” 
“Large transient population – affect house prices and community spirit” 
“Large number of incomers with little or no community sprit” 
“Too many new people trying to bring town ideas to the country” 
“Incomers do not appreciate rural life – don’t like rural noise, mud” 
“Incomers taking over events and pushing out those who have been doing it for years”  
“Not many incomers are interested in Parish affairs” 
“Not enough local people left” 
 “Loss of large number of friendly and influential people” 
“Too many incomers”  
“Decline of the local population” 
“Swamping of area by people who have no idea of countryside traditions and do not 
understand the way of the countryside” 
“Anti-social behaviour/vandalism began in Bradford 2-2½ years ago” 
“Road parking” 
“Too many vehicles and too fast” 
“Drivers don’t give consideration to walkers and dog walkers” 
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“Speeding traffic” 
“Traffic” 
“Traffic speed and volume” 
“Traffic speed and volume – a lot to do with the school” 
“Game farm has been set up locally and is causing a big increase in fast vehicles and 
delivery Lorries” 
“Uncared for green lanes, woodlands, hedgerows, banks and ditches” 
“Poor access to Bramble Wood now” 
 
APPENDIX 7 
Issues the community collectively should be addressing, or will need to 
address, in the near future (Question 48): 

“Environment” – 32 responses 
“Tourism – will spoil North Devon’s attractiveness” – 4 
“Encourage tourism via the internet” 
“Noise and light pollution” 
“Housing – low cost for young people” 
“Development without infrastructure and facilities”  
“Population growth” 
“Affordable housing” 
“Building and planning issues” 
“Elimination of petty and senseless regulations” 
“Traffic – speeding, volume, quality of roads” 
“Increasing volume of large, fast, vehicles driving through village” 
“Transport – reliance on fossil carbon fuels” 
“Employment – incentives for young to work in the countryside” 
“Enable youngsters to stay and live in the village – jobs and homes” 
“Diverse skills” 
“Lack of local jobs” 
“High Council tax” 
“Maintenance of rural environment – no street lights etc” 
“Cost of energy to live there” 
“Cost, delivery and reliability of local services in face of increasing competition for these 
resources” 
 “Youth group or park” 
“Industry” 
“Conservation” 
“Holiday/2nd homes” 
“Recreation” 
“Play area” 
“More for young people to do in the evenings (instead of hanging around the square)” 
“Things for youngsters to do” 
 “Climate change and reducing carbon footprint” 
“Measures to tackle climate change at a local level” 
“Investigate financial assistance for renewable energy (wind, solar, geothermal etc) for 
all households who would prefer to general their own energy to help combat greenhouse 
effect” 
 “Footpaths, bridleways” 
“Interconnecting footpaths and bridleways” 
“Ageing population and lack of services” 
“Expansion of services we already have” 
“Local shop and Post Office” 
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“Agriculture/sustainable farming” 
“Decline of farming” 
“Protect wildlife” 
“Protection of wildlife e.g. number of deer killed at Brandis Corner” 
“Dog bin at Dunsland” 
“Police” 
 
APPENDIX 8 
Reasons to try to draw together the scattered nature of the Parish, with 
events etc (Question 49): 

“Important to advertise events” 
“Publicising bus and mobile library timetables” 
“Need to better circulate details of events and snooker evenings at the village hall” 
“Make sure that those without transport aren’t excluded from events” 
“It encourages a good community spirit” 
“Events enable people to get to know each other rather than remaining isolated and 
lonely” 
“Keeps the spirit and happiness of the community alive” 
“Lack of community between the scattered areas” 
“Not “events” – the village hall does not fulfill the function of drawing the Parish 
together – it needs a corner (Post Office, shop or coffee shop) to drop in and 
meet/chat/gossip naturally – not involving keys etc at the village hall” 
“With new residents it is a good place to meet people” 
Yes, the village hall was built to accommodate this and provide a centre for the 
community” 
“It would be great if people could get together, at the moment there doesn’t seem to be 
the old fashioned community spirit” 
“Yes, in the past there have been many brilliant occasions when the Parish has held 
events”  
“More local people should be involved with the community/committees/work to keep 
up village and hall etc – always same people who do the work even if they work full 
time” 
“Lack of knowledge about Parish boundaries” 
“Yes, this maintains community spirit, neighbourliness, sense of belonging and 
preservation of community and the area we live in” 
“Apathy in the community as a whole” 
“Would benefit people, especially the elderly” 
“I enjoy the village lunches because lots of people get involved.  Everyone can help if 
they want”. 

“Always same faces at village events – new people should be encouraged to join in” 

“Yes, there is no natural centre to the Parish” 

“Events for everyone in the Parish” 

“Make more use of the village hall” 
“Craft centre would be beneficial” 
“No religious concerts from outside entertainers/musicians” 
“Save our farmers!” 
 

 

 


